

Publication Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Transportation, State Pilotage Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 17-387 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Pilotage Rates for Portland Harbor
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-153

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule creates a new Chapter 3 in the Maine Pilotage Commission rules, which includes rates for vessels required to take sea pilots transiting Portland Harbor. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, July 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Matthew Burns
Agency Name: Maine Pilotage Commission
Mailing Address: 16 SHS Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-592-3221
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 17, Furbearers and Trapping
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-154

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has adopted changes to Chapter 17 rules to open an early raccoon trapping season, adjust the areas open or closed to beaver trapping, make minor changes to the definition of rat traps that are used primarily for weasel trapping and to the definition of bait. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.       

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, July 1, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address: becky.orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 595, Clean Water State Revolving Fund
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-155

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The proposed changes focus on modernizing language related to fees and interest rates, removes the % caps from the rule and instead requires that these fee percentages be established in the IUP annually. Every year these fees will be subject to public comment and EPA review and approval.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, July 8, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Matthew Hight
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: 207-719-0703 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address: Matt.hight@maine.gov 


Agency: Department of Environmental Protection
Chapter Numbers and Rule Titles: 

· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 850, Identification of Hazardous Waste
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 851, Standards for Generators of Hazardous Waste
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 852, Land Disposal Restrictions
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 853, Licensing of Transporters of Hazardous Waste
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 854, Standards for Hazardous Waste Facilities
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 855, Interim Licenses for Hazardous Waste Facilities
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 856, Licensing of Hazardous Waste Facilities
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 857, Hazardous Waste Manifest Requirements 
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 858, Universal Waste Rules
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 859, Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals

Adoption Filing Number: 2026-156 (Ch. 850), 2026-157 (Ch. 851), 2026-158 (Ch. 852), 2026-159 (Ch. 853), 2026-160 (Ch. 854), 2026-161 (Ch. 855), 2026-162 (Ch. 856), 2026-163 (Ch. 857), 2026-164 (Ch. 858), 2026-165 (Ch. 859)

Concise Summary:

The rule updates are intended to clarify existing generator requirements, increase flexibility, and improve environmental protection for generators of hazardous waste. The rules for pharmaceuticals will establish cost-saving, streamlined standards for handling hazardous waste pharmaceuticals to better fit the operations of the healthcare sector while maintaining protection of human health and the environment. The Department is adopting the exclusions for airbag inflators, fully assembled airbag modules, and shredded circuit boards being recycled. The Department is adding aerosol cans and electronic devices to the list of items that can be managed as universal waste. The rule amendments also include updating regulatory citations throughout the rules to conform with the Department’s “Legal Citation Standard Operating Procedure,” correcting and/or clarifying some existing provisions, and incorporating consistent language throughout the chapters. 

Effective Date: Tuesday, July 7 2026

Agency Contact Person: Cherrie Plummer
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: 207-830-1772 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Labor, Board of Occupational Safety and Health
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-179 C.M.R. CH. 2, OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS FOR GENERAL INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-166

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The OSHA Hazard Communication Standard is being updated to improve dissemination of information about chemical hazards by; improving and streamlining precautionary statements, providing additional clarification of existing regulatory requirements, incorporating new hazard classes and categories, increasing alignment with other U.S. agencies, and international trading partners.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, July 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: J. Kate Burkhart, Director
Agency Name: Bureau of Labor Standard
Mailing Address: SHS 45, Augusta, ME 04330
Telephone Number: 207-623-7947
Email Address:  
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